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1.1. Finland and “Finnish Musical Finland and “Finnish Musical 
Culture” Culture” 

2.2. Finnish Music EducationFinnish Music Education
a)a) Music in schoolsMusic in schools
b)b) Music in music schoolsMusic in music schools
c)c) Sibelius AcademySibelius Academy



Sw
eden

R
u

ssia

Norway

Finland

Under Swedish 
government in
12th century-1809

Under Russian 
government in
1809-1917



border countries: Norway 736 km, Sweden 614 km, Russia 1,340 km



Facts aboutFacts about FinlandFinland
Population:Population: 5,214,512 (July 2004 est.) 5,214,512 (July 2004 est.) 
Ethnic groups:Ethnic groups: Finn 93.4%, Swede 5.7%, Finn 93.4%, Swede 5.7%, 
Russian 0.4%, Estonian 0.2%, Roma 0.2%, Russian 0.4%, Estonian 0.2%, Roma 0.2%, 
SamiSami 0.1% 0.1% 
Languages:Languages: Finnish 93.4% (official), Finnish 93.4% (official), 
Swedish 5.9% (official), small Swedish 5.9% (official), small SamiSami-- and and 
RussianRussian--speaking minorities speaking minorities 
Religions:Religions: Evangelical Lutheran Evangelical Lutheran 89% 89% 
(official), Russian Orthodox 1% (official), (official), Russian Orthodox 1% (official), 
none 9%, other 1% none 9%, other 1% 



National instrument: National instrument: KanteleKantele

National epic: National epic: KalevalaKalevala



Kalevala singing



Värttinä Värttinä 





Jean Sibelius (1865Jean Sibelius (1865--1957)1957)



There is one national opera 
and 11 other operas.



There are over 30 symphony, folk
music or jazz orchestras funded by 
the state and the cities.



Annually one million listeners 
visit the concerts of these orchestras, 
a world record in relation to the 
population of 5 million.



Annually, there are several hundred 
art and cultural festivals, most
of them music festivals.



There are nearly 400
registered choirs.



Finnish Finnish Music Music EducationEducation

• Music in schools
• Music in music schools
• Higher education  

• Sibelius Academy





Music in Music in SchoolsSchools

• Comprehensive schools = 530 
music classes (14 000 pupils)

• Upper secondary level = 10 
schools specialize in music 
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Music in Music SchoolsMusic in Music Schools

150 music schools, 60 000 pupils



Higher Education in MusicHigher Education in Music

11 Music university: Sibelius AcademyMusic university: Sibelius Academy
10 Polytechnics10 Polytechnics
12 Conservatories for professional music    12 Conservatories for professional music    

studies at college level studies at college level 
4 4 Universities with a musicological Universities with a musicological 

departmentdepartment
3 3 Universities with a music education Universities with a music education 

department department 



Sibelius AcademySibelius Academy

EstablishedEstablished in 1882in 1882
StateState AcademyAcademy fromfrom 19801980
MusicMusic University fromUniversity from 19981998
Annual budgetAnnual budget ~27.000.000 €~27.000.000 €
90% of the90% of the funding comes fromfunding comes from thethe
MinistryMinistry ofof EducationEducation
LocatedLocated in Helsinki, Kuopio, Seinäjoki and in Helsinki, Kuopio, Seinäjoki and 
JärvenpääJärvenpää



StudentsStudents 20042004

13811381 Undergraduate studentsUndergraduate students
133133 Postgraduate studentsPostgraduate students
80 Junior Academy80 Junior Academy studentsstudents

143 Non-degree students (including exchange 
students)

963963 ApplicationsApplications ((undergradundergrad.. studiesstudies))
174174 AcceptedAccepted



StaffStaff 20042004

165165 FullFull--time teacherstime teachers
includingincluding 2727 professorsprofessors

~400~400 partpart--time teacherstime teachers
teachingteaching thethe whole academic yearwhole academic year

146146 Administrative staff Administrative staff 



Degree ProgrammesDegree Programmes
ArtsArts ManagementManagement
Church MusicChurch Music
CompositionComposition and Musicand Music TheoryTheory
Folk MusicFolk Music
Jazz MusicJazz Music
MusicMusic EducationEducation
MusicMusic TechnologyTechnology
OrchestralOrchestral andand Choral ConductingChoral Conducting
Solo PerformanceSolo Performance
VocalVocal MusicMusic



Undergraduate DegreesUndergraduate Degrees

Bachelor of Music,Bachelor of Music, BMusBMus
lower degreelower degree
degree requirementdegree requirement 180 ECTS180 ECTS creditscredits
33 yearsyears

MasterMaster of Music,of Music, MMusMMus
higher degreehigher degree
degree requirementdegree requirement 150 ECTS150 ECTS creditscredits
2,52,5 yearsyears ((after BMusafter BMus))



Postgraduate DegreesPostgraduate Degrees

LicentiateLicentiate of Music,of Music, LMusLMus
prepre--doctoral degreedoctoral degree
degree requirementdegree requirement 150 ECTS150 ECTS credits credits 

DoctorDoctor of Music,of Music, DMusDMus
degree requirementdegree requirement 240 ECTS240 ECTS creditscredits ((or or 
LMusLMus + 150)+ 150)

OptionsOptions:: artisticartistic,, research or development research or development 
projectproject



Artistic ActivitiesArtistic Activities

AnAn extensive rangeextensive range ofof concertsconcerts
1616 concert seriesconcert series
633633 concerts during yearconcerts during year 20042004
Symphony orchestraSymphony orchestra,, ChamberChamber music,music, OperaOpera, Lied,, Lied,
EarlyEarly music, Jazz, Folk,music, Jazz, Folk, ElectroElectro--acousticacoustic......

Concert agencyConcert agency
servicesservices forfor external clientsexternal clients
296296 concertsconcerts andand other performancesother performances



InternationalInternational StudentsStudents
20042004

4242 Incoming exchange  Incoming exchange  
studentsstudents

6666 Outgoing exchange Outgoing exchange 
studentsstudents

123123 Undergraduate degree Undergraduate degree 
studentsstudents

1414 Postgraduate degree Postgraduate degree 
studentsstudents



StudentStudent andand TeacherTeacher ExchangeExchange

Sokrates/Sokrates/ErasmusErasmus --networknetwork
6666 partner institutionspartner institutions

NordplusNordplus--networksnetworks
Sibelius & Espansiva, NordPULS, Nordtrad, Nätverk
för musikpedagogi

FIRSTFIRST--programmeprogramme
Finnish-Russian Student Exchange

Bilateral agreementsBilateral agreements
77 nonnon--European institutionsEuropean institutions



Junior Academy
BMus and MMus Degree Studies

Concert Activities
Research

Doctoral Studies
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